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( The Promise Campaign, a coalition of public health, advocacy and environmental organizations, is asking members of Congress to promise to protect America's children and families from dangerous air pollution by upholding strong EPA clean air rules. Will you make that promise?
The Clean Air Act requires the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate pollutants that threaten human health, including mercury, arsenic, smog, global warming pollution, and more. In the 20 years since its passage, it has prevented 21,000 cases of heart disease, 843,000 asthma attacks, 18 million child respiratory illnesses, and hundreds of thousands of deaths. After years of foot-dragging by the Bush Administration, the EPA has recently announced rules to regulate pollution between states and from vehicle emissions, and is currently in the process of developing a slate of anti-pollution rules for mercury, air toxins, industrial boilers and greenhouse gases. These regulations will protect America’s children and families from dangerous air pollution and help reduce climate change. However, Republicans and pro-pollution business lobbies are attempting to defund the EPA and overturn new regulations. Read more at: http://voicesforprogress.org/issues/clean-energy-green-jobs 
( Will you support the American Jobs Act?
We remain in a crippling jobs crisis. More than one in six workers is unemployed or underemployed. Unemployment is 11.3% among Hispanics, 15.9% among African-Americans, and 25% among young workers (and much higher among young minority workers). Nearly half of the unemployed have been out of work for 6 months or more. It would take eleven million new jobs to bring us back to pre-recession levels of unemployment.
The American Jobs Act will put more Americans back to work by stimulating the economy with tax cuts for workers and small businesses; tax incentives to hire unemployed veterans and the long-term unemployed; aid to prevent 280,000 teacher layoffs and keep firefighters and police officers on the job; immediate investments in our roads, railways, airports, and schools; and new and improved job training and job connection services for the unemployed. 

( [For incumbent Senators only] Will you strongly encourage Senate leaders and the White House to get all judicial nominees confirmed over the next few months?
Unlike legislation, nominations for the courts go only to the Senate, where Republicans threaten to filibuster virtually every nominee. In fact, there are currently 16 nominations pending that have been approved unanimously by the Judiciary Committee but have not even been brought to the floor because of the threat of filibuster. Thirty-seven nominees are still waiting to be voted on by the Judiciary Committee, and there are fifty-six vacancies for which no nominations have been submitted. As a result of this Republican obstruction, the number of vacancies in US Courts doubled in the two years since President Obama took office, and the percentage of Obama’s judicial nominees to be confirmed is the lowest of any presidency in American history. 

When nominations have been brought to the floor for a full Senate vote, only one has not been confirmed. But judicial nominees rarely get confirmed in an election year, so the window for action is closing. It is critical that Senate Democrats and especially Leader Reid push for these nominations to be brought to the floor, take the time to vote for cloture if necessary, and confirm them. Conservative Presidents in the past made judges a priority, and as a result, the judiciary is skewed far to the right of center. If President Obama leaves office with a plethora of unfilled judgeships, the way will be paved for the next Republican president to stack the courts with extreme-right-wing judges, who will vaporize all the gains we have made under the Obama administration and take us even further back toward a ‘tea party’ vision of America. 
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